
X* Q, Now let 5 s hear about the camps * 

A, Bell, the cm ps are organized very much like a military organisation* I shall 
spesOc espscially about my -camp, the Pechora prison, with the secret number M-l 1 . 
The hecdc>uarterc in .^ooootj for all prisoner slave labor coxmpe is named GULAG* 
This is si section of the UVD which runs all prison campe. 

2. Q* How does GULAG fit in with UW and 2£GB? 

A. Pechora camp is under the GUZhDS, which is the GULAG section in charge of rail- 
road camps. Th© coirooder of GUZbtfS was Gen I'renlceX. There is also a seotion 
that talcas care of nine work, and a section for form comps. They or© fi ll con** 
nected with MVB. For instance;, the Siam© of our camp was Pechora Prison MVD. 

Thio ciaip stretches out ovar UB6 km from the southweetem to the northeastern 
- £nd of the Pechora railroad, from $ozhva to Vorkuta. ^/Jfap of Area ic enclosed 
with this report^ The camp is sub-divided into units, somewhat like regiments * 
The camp commandant is in the central region* He ws an HVD uniform. His 
title is Special Major, MVB. He has throe or four assistant c<mimiandcnts > all 
officers of the MVD* JSi/ttry assistant comandcnt has a few different sections — 
food section, an engineer section, dairy farm section, transport eoction, fin- 
ance section, food section *** in all, 10 or 12 sections* Every camp also has ' 
an UVD guard section. When X was there, the commandant of tbs Peohora was a 
Col Bamra&tski. The one before him y/og Uspe»i5ki. f . 

3* Q* Is Gen irenkbl tiie head of all the northern camps? 

A. Maj Gen .Prenkel ie tbs head of the GUZhDS, which controls all railroad comps* 

Maj Part was head of the transport section at p sohor&/> *’ Faxiconatejn mo 

, head of four or five sections . liaj Artorr.onof:' was heed of the personnel section. 
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li* k. Tsia tJotxutiii.f; t J arty f 1 pfomvio, hull iU; urn organisation /.’'thin the cap*; 

»»* iCn . That la, tho car.n co;.:nmidor ui:d bis assistant co^cndaritc are usually 
t ur.uinru of tho Cotwrunlftt /'arty* 3it this is not ulusy*. so. tho assistant 
coni-medant, for inutanon, was a jpoivtor convict, and thwoforo not able f/o 
Join tho party. 

i>. . lo tho head ol* tho guards also eu kX~or.ieoMor? 

<•« although .l/i 1?1 d uikI 1*A5 ocro ox-prisor.era worn used guards < how- 

ovar, they \un\i not au&plinu A*:lth Just litleicii* Thnso vrero only 

criminal prisoners, of course. Usually the c osjp eo«.«a#Klcr is :i Cre* man, 
but in 19li3 r.mtiy coaxicirders \xora i'orx&r varlscncvv, Tm cai.ip l m fcalidna 
abouii had a coamuidant who carco fra-. /Inland, who hud boon soiitejiccyd for" 
siKih things as speculation o;kJ hoolicaaisn. tndor this ca.::m/i*;ant> thoro 
are different cocticnc, ouch as bookkeeper. an soon otiist, cw*d a j?ac who ‘ 
directs the priaonars, nwro or leas eu a foreman. Then there ia art usnie- 
tant cwrjsandunt for Uio food, kitchen :md Ucs.Kf.of' , a nurse, find b 
pest, jf course, thoro in the guard section .dth a mister of guarus equal 
to 7.0,1 or the 'nurchcr of prisoners. ° 

6. . out does tho Qk$p have a special sootier* i'ron tho i-.Vu that Gu.>wr vises' the 

officers of the camp* la other ..arda, in there *. little sux-rv^ory section 
neat there by the party? 

V::n. >Tic-re in a comr-isacr in the ca/p, ana everybody is under control of 
t!x; ecu. issar. This political cotnmisoar checks up on all tho of fleers in 
tie c&v.p, just like the political ewraidr.enrs in the array. Uo holds poli- 
tical eoiUfl^nceo. Ho controls tho work of the camp. Lvarytady, iVojs the 
coriuuidant on aovrn, io uixterthe control of tho cofccdcsar* Thu corxdnsar, 

** to opaii:, constitutes a little Politburo. If the commandant does some- 
Mio\\ is not in kOujdni; with the party line, the ^crctary* -rltco 
back to Hosco..-, and tho corrroanourit is called bock. The cciKnisaar’ io a 
rcpvfcooftbative of: tho rolitbnro in Moscow. 

( • v » H* question canes up, ouch sc building a railroad and how aa:^ men you 
nunc, to oo it, is this decided by the chief of the camp or the coaai.issor? 

a. it is decided by the chief of the conp and his decision is approved by 
the co;:.;r.iGcar. 


80-00809A0C 





,13£5X1 


J.» -0 any rule or regulation has to ba approved by tlic coiaiiiasar* Is that 

right? 

A. ..ell, it is decided in u ccnfarcnco. 

2. w* there euch jealousy botv/een the co::«jissai* and tho eoixancr*nt? 

iv. That uejitnuicd entirely on the ^rsonolllica. as coixondarit or the carp, 
tlio ocnmandorit ,:an the hl^'hcst person, but no tx party n.tu bar he ..*ay iu)dojr 
tl^o control of the cos^ictiar. vJoueOJy tho relation .mo all right since 
to tii ./oro CoAtriunints. Ib./ovar, if the coa:laoa^ did not like the corcian- 
uant ho only h‘*vl ti v*Tito a letter back to i*.oocov; and tho conui.ruidant .‘,euld 
ba recalled. i>o 7 in tho l«at ajuilyaio, the p«a*ty ccarotary alvravs haa the 
final say. * 

10* K* foes tho LVH iwave aocret inforcante djaorp; tho prisoners ? 

A. Ion. 

11. hoa many i 

A. I novel’ could find out* 

11'* <.♦< ..oulcl any of tho political priconora to ucod for ouch an irUormant 1 r. Job? 

■ /»* Ko, only Uic crjr.Lrml prisoners would bo used* 

13* hid you see any pricotruro in the ca»p who v/ero foraor HKVD »an? 

a. They would tiovor tell you they had boon in tho riKVJD. 

Hit lou *^ht have not somo pojdlera fron KKVil tfoopo? 
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A* Yes*. They never toil you this because tho prisoners shouldn't tal k 
about such things* 

15* Do you know to *;4mt unit the DVD puerds belong* 

A-* Yes* X knew these poonla > ere soldiers o.f the onty and belonged to 
tho concvaitdant. 

16* w* Do \K)u know tho numi«r of 1 the unit? 

A. llo* I don't knov?. 

17* acre living conditions for emp officials pretty ;to od? 

A* Yoo. They have everything special for theai* they had very idee 
Ixrros and £<>od food* 

lb* k* tdd they wear a un? fort.:? 

A* Yes. Avtjryona in aussla liked uniijros 'Wy uueh* 

3 $* 0 * Toll no about tha ©crip ;dv£t sort of living quarter 5 did you 

haw? 

Tho enclosures hold. .50 ren arc r Vi built this u&vt 


0 iuu\l tcM-wr (6 ~uojv.$ 
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£0, ti« .Hera about the organization of -the car.ps? 

A* OanpE are divided into narty units* Cur carep had five units: one in 
Fochcra, the second in Kus-Yu, the third in Xociiir.eo, the fourth in 
bivaya Uiska, and the fifth in Khanovoy* A unit ha d ei^ht to 15 thous- 
and laborers. Lvory unit has the sane sections as the cain cacp, 
depending on hew isony jote there are. lostly the heads of those 
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aootionc are ex-convicta, .vho 3.0 years oats vwro frac nnd did nit unnl 
to gc book. to the Mg c.ttioo, 'fho uni to. arc divided Jute sub-cm.r.s oJT 
2*30 to. 300 laborers. oqoIi with o territory c.f a!*ub X00 m alon.- tv.n 
railroittt. About lyUQ, the political nod the criaixui p**A«ot*?c\-cr*c 
aoperated, and tho foreign prisoners '.him separated i'ro-r. the Jwwiwr 
prisoners, but later all aaro put together again; In V..S7, about 701 
wore political prisoners. L*ny coco froa Ls.tri.ti, Lithuania, and )'o W 
whoa tho wnr oudod. ■ * 


21 . 


o, 


><. • ..'ero r.ouy priao.-icw falconed trot, tlw comps to i;o to the «rs:v dwrijio- 
tho war? " ' 


A * ?* J? 1 * 2 0 *abiliMulon \~cc started. Only »*J*ii*l prisoners could ro 
to tho amy, except bandits, amt prisoners tvho hod been convlctad a*' 
stooling ito*-' tho Covoiwucent under a paragraph enacted in 1932. Of 

courx, everybody uantod .to go, 

22. .dint was the average ago of tho political prisoners? 




teteren J|0 mid 6y. Thoro sera 3 ct.o vicu.cn, Mostly yyun;' 
and Latvia. * f 


/Vo. c 


23. -» Did tho woicoa live arid ivox’ic in the oamo camps ua the irciiV 


no, there ..oro social female comps.. in a resale emsp there ar« at 
2GOj*x.0« and about 2$ to .30 men. And fciwn, of course, there arc thiv's 
or icuv-.voiv.on inoverj moo's coup to aort: at tho batfo and iu the: 
alien. Host of the vioafcn work at the dairy far?., . 

Stj, ...» !:0»? old was the youngest prisoner? 

A. She youngest wa3 llj, They -Ot easy. jofcs iu the titchon or smr.iittrM'- 
li.tt that. Tho j-oung prisoners are usually criminal, prisoners, ?b’ 
yiniugaat poli tical prisoner wm & tVSEtfr; of 18 fpcti J.atvia . 

hid they generally nhoot the spied? 


A. Usually the death sentence .vas changed to 10 years at haw; labor. 

26. 'i. licrvif about political prisoners. tVct-e tisey fiu. all part.- CJ f y,.-. ••. 0 --*5i»t 
<7nion? • 


J 03 » thora rmro wort* l’ror. tho Uhraino, i?:»ito aunoia, Lyolorn;;;! 
tte 1 ealtic otatoa, and iV on tlw oocupjvfcion 7,onos for oolLVoaratinj: vdth 
tho Gorttano. I also suxs tlie iCusoinn prisoners vvtto bsen captured 5?, 
tho i'itmlult ijfar. .,hon they were HLoratcd by thoir own troops, thev xc>r 
nentonoed to fivo yearn at burd lAbor for hesvinn teea tal®r. prisoner, 

*7. v. iToro nor«t of the political priwen^orn above avcra;-;a ioiteilLjeneeV 

n. 1*3, r.ony worn professors, toachora , engincoi's, or physiciatu, and j*or.t 

of ttonsK convicted of apoouijr a;;ainot tho doviot flovanww i»t-.».nor*- 
ip?aph 50/10 — • or of paragraph p’Q/y — occuomie counter-re volution — 
vraicii uaunlly ruant Utal. tIwy,foro big directors mid hed made sorco jsia- 
talia in their fcotorj* control. 

2b. inidt kind of statements did tiioy arrest tlieai for? 

... 1 lfiien an old sorvoMt froi, lurch, mid 1 ooltod hia v/hnt he v,ac arrosfrk 

fox'. ,i 0 said, “hotliing at all, I Just r®r.orlK<] that I dJdu't thinic 
thoao coraunity forma, two’ such a -good idea, 'flip's all.. Tiia next 
thong 1 Jmo», I auo convicted and nuntauccd to .nTyoars nt i;a» , d labor, 8 

29. w. Uo you (cnovr of any prisoners »hn are'ra conviotod of orgunlsing anbi^vlet 
gi’ciupo? Do you boliove that there aro any onyxnluad anti-f^vtet groups 
' in the U6SK? 11 
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ff°l?i iay , lf> .l:? 1 " U “ uoaauu ' of tha osfcLroo 4 Jx> flora 
calloU to Ww any in l?l t 2 osoapod to the countryside. but root of 

rawront 0 la ^ *nd'tIiorq vino tha blcrulnion miistnnoe 

ravouont — but I law.; very littlo about these nuttors. 

W.ti you over notlco that any of tho fU'isonoro sat:a Tran ona and thn 
efttffl irtu e aar iv ? or had kno.ni (molt other before thov 

' STcSStSS iap3C y ‘ of com “°’ ac Ivu ’ “ prisoners 


31. .. Md »ou find r ariy prisoners who vera arrostod because Uo» -wro gvr. 

patlietic .;ith i.r.mrlca or kn ; -lt»Ki? ro 3yl ‘ 

A * i«0f>lc .vho .«re convicted under Fanrrauh 'j'QJ, a.?Eni<i,.H„- 

»UI, too tourcoateie _ « a ,»ol«lly “* 

M. -W, Mjm ime my fMumat Hu lui teat in xulim cr aMM es 
oiplomta or official functionaries? ' 03 

A. Ho, but tlicro wore »*ny jfiunish citiacna, 

33. ..Itafc dojou think was tho catin feolinr.; of thcao kucsian wiaonara 
to./ord tha UUiit OoVGrnsiont and the Soviet system? 

A. ..oil, as I said ycotorday. Oh rib country- in tlio world aro them 
. miy anti-doar.unicta aa in Uussiai 80 

..hat do you think is the total nunbor of prisonora In Kusaiu today? 

*• uxtsz s ‘Sfis’Smir h “ ,rd »■* « «■» *■«* «*. 

35. v. Hot; many priaonora do you feel fairly certain or* in the Fed:*™ urea? 

A. & 1?U, there wore about 200 thousand, In 191$, 115 tlwuoood wro left 
because one part went to the anry. Another ,&t 2ntT2 Sh 
that 10 , they wore evacuated bocauao thoy wore ohipbuildins people! 


3l». 


30. i t . About what percontoOT diod those yoara 7 

fi * abqut 00 thousand poopla out of 200 thousand, 

toot oi thorn died of acurvy and pel lag ra. “ 

37. '4. ..hen priodnors' diod, irao tliorc an investigation? 

A * Y °°* t - VDt ’y (iriooner itaa orndned by a physician tdien Ho diod to ae « 
•jvhat the ottuso of death was. This in otaSanl practico for^S 
prisoner aid overy animal that dleo. J 

2b* U* Old any priaonora escape, that you know of? 

A# S ;vore °hot bj* guards. Especially in Mb?. 

I 8 , 1 .wktof: on the river Pechora in tho ponal battalion. cany 
+° OS ° a,X5 °^? ot °~1 killed. It is iirnctically lunos- 
t0 a* “Ithout food and elothing. thorc is aothto- 0 S 0 

, f^thoxifiora, in tho tundra you can rwro only alon- the rail- 
road and this an guarded vory* hcuvily. 

39. y. llorf did they catch than? 

A. They uoed police dose, livery eocip l»ad a polico do C . Iivori : croup of 
20 non nao Ruardod by two eoldiera and a police doc. C • P 

l»0. - y. bid you ever sec any of tho dona attackinc tho priaonora? 
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ill* Vftiat ant j the ration of food for iiriiianerfl urhe dki v • work? 

A« Far prisonara uho worked at difficult work tnoro v* of 

. bread, 25 ;rorcu of oatcual, tao gwms of q %zr, and ICO ^rajns of 
fiali mostly salt fish, if somebody v/crked no re tluxn 3.00/5 of 
hie quota he (jot more food* The fiords got the nriconorG up ut 
five o'olook in the corning. Broakfast conflicted of bread, aoup, 
and aalt fioh, in quantities according to tho Idnd of work you did,, 

*ost priwonora had to cut about four cubic motor® of v/oocij thio 
constituted their quota* If -they did rcoro, for instance 125/1, tho 
economist computed the percentage Mid the noict day »cro food .van 
issued in accordance vflth his percentage. The prisoner® Used to 
work In group® of 2$ to 30 under a foreman, Thic foreman ohowod 
how tho tf»rk should bo. done; ho did not work hiiraelf, but only 
supervised. Xhc regular ration of food changed every year* heforo 
the war it was a little bettor „ then it boctuao worse and towards the 
end of the war it becamo bettor again. Tho worker who made 100,5 of 
his quota' received per day 700 crams of broad, 125 grants of corn or 
oato, 120 grans of fish, 2 gruuo of oil, 2 grams of augar, and 600 
gronfl of vegetables, usually turnlpe. In tho morning one got all t,ho 
bread, a liter of soup fr ou the corn, and 100 grana of fish. In tho 
evening you got aoup end vegctablca. 

1<2* *<hat did you cat for lunch? 

k* /Caughtox7 foople don f t cut lunch. In the sucarxsr when t he days are so 
long wo somotineo did get lunch* Usually it r;as noup nado of cabbago 
or turnipr*. 

1*3 • l r ou mentioned dairy farr.o* «*ho got all tho wilt and butter? 

A* In when fchio comp began, they had 120 rora* In tho wintor wo lutd 
very little milk, and in tho sunmor tho milk would often turn sour 
bccauoe of Imd tr an s per tat ion * Tho milk went to tho railroad for civil- 
ian markers — for children^ moirfcly. In Rucala If you don 1 1 work you 
don't eat* 



| 



t 


i 

I; 


; .- v 

mflt 


U». K- How lone did you work? 

A. In tho winter wo worked eight hours. In tho suswor wo worked 12 hours. 
l&, How largo a percentage of tiro workers made their quota? 

A. I cannot tell you exactly} that dopondGd on tho group. Usually about 
half nado thoir quota or went over. This also depended on thn land of 
work they had to do. On the railroad In tho winter it was very hard to 
rake 100,'j beoaoco tho ground v/ao froson. Oood coimandantc uoually tried 
to liavo thoir workoro in good physical condition so that they could ful- 
fill t heir quota and tJio cotmandont could irake a good showing. 

46. (j. it 1 tho workers wore sic!: for a week und could not ealco tlioir norm, what 

would tho gunrdo do? Did tliay over boat tho workoro? 

~ A. Tho guards newor touched tho v/oitoro. It' you did not wont to work , tho 
foreman told tho head of tho guard unit vrbon you cono back to tho comp 
at night and you woro taken to tho isolation cell. Thin is a email 
place mode of wood, with no heat. The food was two ono-litor bonis of 
soup and roroa block bread. All your c lathee, except undorclotheo, tvero 
taken avray. 


U7. How long did thoy leuvo you in isolation? 


A. That dypoiKlftd or. how long you refuood to work. Tho comp comrandant would 
1 oome by ovary day and ask whether you liad changed your mind. Usually 
tho longest time in Isolation ms 10 days. After that you were taken 
out. interrogated by on liVD of floor, and usually' sentenced undor Paragraph 
50-4,0 to another throe years at hard labor for! sabotage!. It was possible 
to receive another sentenca while still serving the first, one, lfar ins- 
tance, while I woajin tho Urals, many of my horseo died of hunger. I woe 
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Xb tha ttork heavier* In the penal uottallonY 

The .tork tc i&nter and tho diocipliuc ‘la vary crtlff. 

M thcro any physical puxilahcont or torture or tho vjorfco ro. exertrt 
tnlo IcoXatlon treatment? * 1 u 


a. :,o f it M'ut; forbidden to touoh tlw prisoner*. However, this; nroMM~ 



i4ioa i was trying to enter tho ea&p 
llov/ovor, the heed suard lav ?, 7 :na and 
did put mo into isolation, however. 


wiw uuumim ;YA5 .They 


56# * ?^rSo a i £ OOJ,0r8 t! ‘ 1,; lr,UOh aa0,,i; thttr0alvoi “tout tho re,,, on they w 

a. Oh yea, they talked about, feldu quite a bit, and about political rnrdi 
tionn. fhey were alLexpootiag America tc invade Rusula. 1 *“ 

51. What did they expect to huppon .then /urerica ppt there? 

A. They all hoped that they would bo freed. 

52. it. Many of tho priaowora were iriondly to«u.rd tho hccricans? 

towed'for ST^ST ^ ^ 

53. <• Ilo, ( did they happen to ^et to your conp? 

*• S2^iT5,*SJ! ln T r ,if ti tr 1 *« «*«"* * u» <*«*»» «, 

*• “ *" *“• "““’W «« * a 

An Democracy 

Did thoy over dlecuua .-but kind of -overment »« 3 bout lor auouIA? 

/“ SIS/ 11 th0Ui{ht u deff -°°rutlc jpvomuent could bo eacily oafcnbliahcd 

S 6 . y_. Do you think that dona-nicy, aa .10 know it, could < l0 rk in kuoaia? 

A * C0Uld , b ? rfcrlt °4 out, but everyone io aa corrupt and f'ero arc 

SS" Um °- 11 >» "oaaaaary * 

S, ‘ "* °* StalM 01d * to , “■» SMi. ,or the 

«. Everybody blooea Stalin, and Root or thorn hope that he will dio. 

5<J. v. .iho did thoy hope would cuecocd Stalin? 

*• 1 ss w^Msssr- » 

$9» 9* Hoa about Jfalotav? 

A. No, Molotov la Juat a little nan. 
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60. Q. iVho arc tlw moat popular r.an In Kucciaf 

A * • S®^ lr ‘ tlM! CoMowniot Party, but the Hold narahala wore very .uomiiur 
ahdenov la non commander in Odessa and kokossovsky ir, in ttouoaau!) 

Ikcso mreiwla wore poplar because tho kuosiauu arc 0 military pooplo. 

“Iwt croupe In Russia da you tliink arn tho rout anti-Soviet? 

A. Ukrainians, Uyolonutsians, Georgians, ond tha Baltic people. 

w. In there any anti- Soviet fooling oikmi" the Communist Party ewnbero? 

a. I think ao, because tiio Communist party uncbora nm aWyo afraid. 

Q. How about tho army? 

A. I don' t knew. I wasn't in the army, but the nxmy sympathies with tho 
prisoners, bore people from 160 th Construction Co*pi workingo tho 

2 £E JUT a r a “ s S ““ «r “» «*Sm i aS*“to 

coldiex? used to throw iood package t^nd cifforottaa to thorn* That i/aa 
01 courso, because practically every- family has a renter in a prison 
carp somewhere, and the soldiers never knew but that thoir father nr 
swtnei', or brother, or sister, were among the group. You see. In Voiu^ia 
there m throe kinda of people: those who W o in prisoner citS S± 
h}0n ir: - nriaoner ct, M-s r a::d tlioso who ere going- to bo in prisoner 

6 b. f}. Is any notate? of the Politburo more popular than other 0 ? 

A *» i\0 a 

65. 0 ,. •'•ore Communist Party n, unbars over sent to prison cor.ps? 

A ’ **"£ JL 1 !!*®®? *° our ana “**' ° r tbot!i t0 camps ocattored 

ovc. tha UJ5>k. hoiiover, there are soko comps which arc especially for 
wfle long tarn ax-pariy rcorabsi'c « 

66,. Q* «hat v/ora tha arny oiTicioro convicted gJC? 

A. rnny of then were convicted of nnti-Sovlot propaganda, critizinr- unv 
ucjject of Kussla, and many of the™ wore convicted of diseiplino^viola- 
tions. Those discipline violations conoisted of overstaying icavo tiro 
ifthn' 10 "in, daya %; V !^ Ch broueht 011 a sentence of 10 years 'of hard 
to b kH*iS l at tE conwiB “. lono v,cro wader Paragraph 1?3? thus, 

by looklS;, at the filoo, one can always recognise forcer army noroonnol 
bocauaa tlioy uro convicted umer Paragraph 1 P 3 . 

67 * flU did you do alter work? 

,U ?* t'S ,7intw v; ° workGd 6 a.*, to 3 p.m. rfliGn ao cm home wo 
cookod aupiior and went Into the burraoko. 

OS. Q. hid they have claosoa, political losturoa, or any othor .recreation? ' 

JS croups wort into the barracks, took barrack contains 

. from four to flvo groups} that is, from 100 to 125 people. There wore 
no mattresses or comforts of that kind in tho barracks. 


6 % 


<i. How about information in tho camps ~ did you liavo any? 

A. Too, there woa a. cultural director in a vary earns who saw to 1* tiwt 
nowapapero arrived, and had to go into. 

JSlSSJTSSTiJS *■*> •*" tho lotto™ which tto 
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TO* Q* Hoff did those who two in axocutive positions, puoh sa the bookkeeper, 
the doctor# or tlw votox'inGrian# (jot into thooo positions? 

A. All prisoners arc sent to a collection omtp when they arrive in ttschora 
end screened. IT the dor and for a certain opooialist oxistu lie ie sent 
to Abes and iron there assigned to tho unit that needs him. 

71. Qi. Are there iroro specialists wsoag the foreign prisoners, or aro there 
acre among tha Hussions? . 

A. Ihore ara noro among the Hussions* It is much border to obtain specialist 
ratingo if you arc a foreigner than if you arc a Russian* 

72m vj. Did politics help you get a special Job? 

A* It v/ao a matter of your previous experience, not a matter of political 
Affiliationn or sympathies. Those were hardly ow mentioned, clnco 
everyone knew that it made no difference what one said while eno was 
in the qfuAp* The cociandora <iere very much av/ara that anyone would 
profcoo to > ? a Ctanmuniat if he thought for a moment that it would' holp 
hi* get out of tho camp. This vrao ospscially true iri tho Pechora camp, 
whore thoro vero about £(# political prisoners, of \7hora uto d to be 
profonaional workers# and where tho othor 5 0 & collated of pooplo £tom 
collective farms, who had stolen or robbed* Politics were hardly over 
mentioned, and specialists got their jobs because of their qualifications* 
By "educated pooplo* I mean those who could read a newspaper inteHlgcntly, 
and who could talk about politics sensibly. These *x> lit leal prisoners, 
of course, tewi nothing good to oxpect fron: the commandant or tho 14VD. 

Thoy kept vary quiet and never tried to talk thctnaelvoa into jobs by pro- 
fessing a change of heart. 4 

73 # Q, rthat did youtind nest of tho other prisoners think would have happened if 
America had nolo out material aid? Do yon still think tho Soviet Union 
would have won tho war? 
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7U# 4. Did most ox’ tho prisoners hopo that Gonr.any would win tho war? . 

Aj Hincty-fivo ixircervt* You ooe, if you loco 10 years of your life, your 
only hopo is to got out.. Our only hope of Rotting out woo when arid IT 
the Gormans won the *vor. 

7$m Q. Do cnot of tho prisoners want another war? 


Am Everybody hopes for ono. 

76 m Q. what would tho pii toners do if Uioro wore a war between Kuoola end America? 


A. If ADerica would undertoka to arm and organize tho prisonora in the northern 
regions it 7/ould bo rather cosy to ibrm an army iYoir. among tlraic. 


77, Q* But thoao t.riidnal prlsouora could not bo organised into on army* could they? 

A, with a bottle of vodka and a loaf of broad, thoy could all bo cindo to fight 
mid would go to the end of the world , 

7d. Q, Duy why didn't cuiy of tho prisoners mutiny? 


A, In l?li2 two camps with about 500 prisoners ovcri»wored thoir guards, killed 
their comaandant, and escaped* But where could they go? Tlwy had no food, 
no. clothing, no fuel. After some tine a brigade of guards caught than and 
killed them all* 


7p f q m Do you ihinktlw guards or any of tho officials fool oyapathotic toward 
tiio prisoners? 


A. Too, tho guard* flotwtlcoo begin to liko tlia prisoners* but ever/ nothing 

‘ MS 


tt»Y receive it. "pop 
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Suring tho way w&ay of the g^rde wer© older pacpla who felt vosy 00 ary 
for the prisonera end -tf/ars kind ta thoffl« Tho Kongo ).cso o.nd generally 
the younger guards,, nrv noli so kinflo The Mongol 0 aivi the Caucasians off® 
the vfoffot suaff&ao flhor© wojpo mnay &tugol© ?.w.d no ft eo many Caueasieiufo 

BO. Q* la there much curiosity -within the county about what happens in 
other countries? 

A., X do not tow since I never talked to free civilians, but I think 
that Stalin made two great’- mistakes during this v*ar. The first one 
was to she// the Russians the outside »-;o rid ? and the other one was to 
show the outside world to the Russians*' 

81, q. Do you think that 'the 'Government is succeeding in changing the younger 
melioration with its Communist propaganda?. 

A t the youths. get lino Communist. instruction but are not very . enthusiastic* 
about it because they do not have enough to sat* Here is an example 
of the standard of living 'of a free man who was working in the northern 
region near our cawp* He was a former professor who had teen sentenced 
1 for fcitreo years and had decided to stay on in the camp 03 a free man 

alter his sentence had teen finished. He was an' ' ex-Co:rr.unist and tow 
that if he returned to the region where he used to live he would ce 
picked up again on t he slightest provocation arid given another prison 
tom:* This man earned one thousand rubles per month, but because of 
the government ’savings' bonds which he was obliged to buy, he actually 
received 6f>0* lie had to spend at least 20;> of his pay. on war tends , 

Every month he had. to spend 72 rubles for 21 k$ of bread, 12 rubles 
for X;v kg of rice, about 120 rubles for l.b kg. of butter, 31 rubles 
for two kg of sugar, 'SO rubles for seven kg of meat, 36 rubles for 
10 kg of vegetables , and 27 rub3.es for VS liters of milk. That leaves 
him about 2CO rubles for clothes, room, aid amusement ~ and ho in still 
hungry* 

b2« -3* w'hat is it that people resent most in Russia today? The lack of freedom 

or the low living standards, or what? 

A* People do hot worry about thoir freedom, their living standard is all 
tlmt counts* ■ ■ 

B3 0 Q. Has the living standard improved in the last throe years? 

A# Yes., it has gone up. tort it goes up more, people will begin to think 
about their fmdon;. 

Ciu Q* Did you ever hear of any Russian listening to tho American broadcasts? 

A. Ko, none at all. 

05* u, ,;hat kind of programs do you think the prisoners would be most Interested 
in hearing? 

A. They want to hoar that they will be free soon* That is the best thing 
you can tell then. They are most interested in hearing that they will 
be free of Communism. 

36. fje Do many of them know about America? Aro they interested in it? 

A* Everybody,, 

d7„ Despite all tho -propaganda against America, do tho people at, ill have 
confidence in the capitalistic system.? 

A* Your own propaganda is very bad* 1 woe surprised to ties that movie, 

"Song of Russia, 11 because it was a .pro-kuabian picture, made by Lctro- 
Goldwyn* You see, in VM tho provisions that owne to the camp v/era 
from America and we could imagine how the [xsople in America lived when 
they could produce •such provisions* 

OB* Q. Rut all the propaganda must have some influence on the Russian people* 

A; No, when they read the newspapers they Ijolievu Just tho opposite of 
wluty th§ papers eay r 1 * • 
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A a lea, that is true « J3ut it is also the veterans, who are do <■;«■ 
B&i/Uxied with the treatment they are getting upon teconinr* civilians , 
Ihey cannot find, jobs, and those that cone back disfigured ’recaiv* no 
help or coir, ponsation from the Government. 

90. q. ..hat do the veterans think about going back to the collective tew? 

ahat happens to then: if they say; "I don't want to go jack to ?. <'o'~ 
Xectivo farmj it is no good?* 1 


A “ ^ they say such things, there is paragraph 5b~10 and they ro to 
prison i or three? years Tor anti^-Soidet egits.tion« 

91. q. have you any my of knowing the fooling of the civilian population? 

A “ f riend ' vho lvas u P^ty Ranter and who said that 

although he liked being a Communist he would rather be a cate tal 1st 
ana go to America* 

92« q. ..hat do you think is the chief reason for the large number of prisoners? 

A * ^ GoWP am ife aeedn a cheap labor supply, it very often happens that 
within w, certain region the mVB chief is ordered to supply a certain 

t!to b Sreter rl8 rnTi T * cor ? ain . !ro J° ct * iIe thQ » Soea out arid rates 
t ic atresvs. For instance, when the great constructions were going on 

along tne Amur and near Lake Baikal, people used to be taken out of 
their hones at night and transported to prison camps without further 
ado alter being sentenced for sor.io fictitious reason. The Caucasians 
were usually cent 'to the Far East and to special camps in the Far north,, 

93. q* Did you ever meet any ?>;' g from Germany? 

A„ Yes, in 19l|li wa receivod two companies of German railroad workers md 

tte S*Z °VT° k drivar ° but fch0y did not la®t very long because 
the eMuate na* too severe . The truck drivere were used to "drive wood 

frpm the fores w to the railroad, This process was continued even after 
the railroad was finished because the road-bed keeps oinking into the 
without .. ^io coristtmt reinforcement of the railroad was accon-.pli.shcd 

£22 SfSST tomi - “ * “* " — * » « ■«» “ 

?Ju ty* u&G sxxrj or thy wood shipped to central Kubsla? 

A * h°^Y a9 no 5 f ,/ery c ° 0(l arid -vao used solely far 

xmlroad building and £ucl„ J 

9 *" <i * . CTOr f ^ d Communist youth organisations working in tho 

zcpaxT enops ulong the railroad a.o i’roe men? 

A« Lo, all the people in those shops were old people and iwi sonors <n,„ 

prisoners had to do all the manual labor, while the free eopte wer 
usually in administrative Jobs. 1 1 0 

96* ij. what was tho opinion of the prisoners about Japan? 

A. Japan was not popular among the prisoners because the Ifongole, who were 
6 10 W3t G^o# oam fro:;, tho Far Coot and looked like Japanese! 

”• Q ; «RS -* « ■»» - *» «.=» 

A * £o2 C tho™ S*f w th ® “ Et p °i ,ular 0 * al1 - .But people don* t talk much 
vjhnt hu : ,,h ? n ona husoian moots another it ;le usually 

j/hat did you havo to eat today? how much broad did you rot yc-sterdrv? 
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9& 0 Qo /that can you toll us about tho cities? what is imported into tlx* 
cities, and what is exported, to where? 

A* toll,. to start with to’lcuta. .It ie built of wooden buildings* Tho 
population consists of many ex^eomricts, cumy liuseian-Cerirans who 
escaped to this place to work in the nines, and engineers who came 
to v/ork on the railroad. fcany of the people including veterans , cams 
because tho provisions in' the Worth Arctic were considerably better 
than tho provisions in the south* And then, of course, there are the 
prisoners, who work in chain-gangs .in Voriarfca. We vert he loss, Voricuta 
is one of the, best equipped cities of the north* X have coon drawings 
of the theater there , and it is better than many theaters in the 
inter lor. Also, tho food for tho prisoners is better, because they 
work if) tho mines* All products from tho dairy farms in this area 
go to Vorkuta. 

99 o Q 0 too there over en organisation formed among the prisoners, such as an 
anti-fascist group, or something similar? 

A* Thors k?f*s no tiros for such play. The only thing that tho prisoners are 
/ supposed to do is work, work. Work. 

ICO. Qo hid you over hoar about the condition in Ptf camps? 

A* 7es, my hither vtos a Pi/, and it seems that conditions in the B\i camps 
were much better than in the Huasian Slavs labor camps. 

101. Are there any big warehouses in Vorkuta? 

A 0 Mot that 1 have heard of. I rather doubt that such things exist there* 

102. To come back on the P«V camps, did you over hear of any IM l s being sent 
back to Germany, after they had been thoroughly indoctrinated in their 
camps in-Kussia? 

Att I am afraid that I do not Icnovf about such things. 

103 o Uo what other important cities are there? 

Ao The only other city of importance was. Abes, whore all provisions for 
the prisoners are warehoused. All these cities are of one-story 
buildings » 

10).u Q. Gould you toll us about any new towns established in this northern 
region? 

A 0 Since 1939 no large new towns have been established. Vorkuta is the 
largest arid newest town, and it wap completed around 1930,, There are 
Innumerable Jfokxmo villages along the river, each consisting of approxi- 
mately 30 to JiO houses with about 200 people in each town. Those" 
bslcinios live roainly by hunting and animal breeding. There are also some 
village*} along the Pechora river, composed of people who had been exiled 
from Russia about 1930. 

105<i. Are the collective farms aiid tho villages separate entities? 

A. lee, they avo separate, but have very good relations with each other. 
There are no bad feelings between tho Eskirco villages and collective 
forms. 

106* Q. Is there any private farming going on up there? Is there any evidence 
of hoarding? 

A. No. Of course, some people vrero evacuated to this area in 191*4 and 
1945, but they liter returned to their homes and other parts of Russia. 
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» k> «hat is ohe ratio bcbiveon the men and the women on these collects vs 
iarms? 

A, That differs* During the war there .-were usually more women on the 
farms because the men had gone into who army. It is ury experience 
an liuasia that women do more writ, and work harder, than mn r espeoi- 
aliy on the collective texm.. dboen take core of the cattle, now the 
crops, and reap the harvest, women do everything; they even po into 
who forest and cut wood, 

1 '* Rues ions who live in these, ureas look down. ‘on the Eskimos ? Do 

they ever* nar.vy Eskimos? 

A. They do not intermarry, but they do not look down on the Eskimos* 

ti* ugx*o there any sagns of antisemitism in this ere a? 

Ao Do, there are hardly -any Jews* 

■’* what crops are raised ori the collective farm 3 V 

Ao Turnips, potatoes, wheat p and barley* 

l A‘ «Vas enough food raised in that region for the population? 

A«. lip, concentrates .for the cattle and vegetables fox* the neople ara 
imported* The Eskimos live mainly on raw fifth, zm xwiudttfr? .caw, 
and turnips* Fishing in this area is very good, and I wouldn’t be 
surprised if after some capital investment it would turn into one of 
tho highest fioh^prcducing states of the Soviet Union* 

Q„ Hov/ many people live in thi3 whole Komi ASSU? 

r ‘* About oOO thousand Eskimos and a million and a half prisoners* 

Q* Hov; many people are there in Vorkuta? 

n* About. 60 thousand, In 15?Ul they brought many Germans from the Volga, 
especially to the forest* Conditions were terrible « Others cane 
from the occupation tfono because in the winter night the v/ork was 
better whan in Iiussia 0 nation was larger and tho people 

hod more chance, especially the railroad workers* An engineer earned 
two or three times . more money* 

A» Did you have any insect problem for humans? 

il * ^ CQ mosquitoes were plonty* Mosquitoes wore* os pc dally bad 

from 1 3 i.'ay to 3^ July. 

ij* Hov; did you fight mosquitoes ? 

A* *<e just wore masks and gloves. 

{ U kovor a spray or anything like that? 

A* k'o , never* 

q* Did the Ituflfliana attempt to stop mosquito breeding by oil, etc*? 

A. Ho* X dldn 1 1 soo anything of that kind* After a rain we always had 
more mosquitoes* 

**■ Did they provide tho prisoners with worm clothes? 

/u. Jhe prison life wao voxy bad. In l?!*!, 191+2, and 191)1, m got old 
clothes from the army* ISaay of the worker# want out and fro*/,e their 
faot.. 0? 200 Wionsniid prisonoro., w? lost SO tbounwid, 
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<*. ..hat io tho beat clothing to v*yur In tho ./inter ? 

A, iolt boots uro vital ly neoouoary. 

120. d. ttliy not loathcr? 

A* Leather la' not good. It lota the humidity through. Tito boat trousers 
ara mode from cotton. I recommend waterproof cotton cloth which would 
not lot water tl trough, like tho onoc I have ocbn Atcerioan ooldioro wear,. 
Tho KuoGinna uood uotton between linen cloth, I do not recnnrenu nooks, 
tut linen material that you wrap around your feet and legp ovor which 
tho felt boots ara drawn, t ' or more Insulation you pad the boots with 
papor. feerokln, full-length boots with fur on the outside aro used' 
by tho. Kasi natlvo3 — those aren't good for working, they we very 
worm and boot uaod vrben trawling, but thoy don' t wear ue well. 

121, Q. ..hut kind of a hat do you wear? 

A. Fur capo wo oeoantial., . 

t 

And your fflovoo? 


1 22. 


..o nevar Irntl cootf cloves. Fur or wool skin of olbow-lcrt^th woro used* 
Tlio fini^ers tfero all totfcthor. 


323 • vu How did you protect your faca? 

A, For tho face, n»asks are not £aod bocauee tho skin is not adjusted to thei 
cold* ana iu eubjoct to frotrtbite, I liko ftood coolen ocarfn tot to pro- 
tect tha face# 

121*. si* How ?rould you broatho? 

* 

A. Tho Koinl taught me to broatho tlirougli tho noro only, and occasionally 
puff out icy ohoeke. why, I don' t know. 

12?. k, .diafc kind of outer coats do you recommend? 

A. long ovorcoato uro not good; they hindqr norenent through tho enow. 

Short, jaokotc are prefer able. 

126. 4. idmt pleco of clothing is cost lniwrtant in tlto mioiner? 

A. ..aterproof boots. 

127. k. 3teu aeon rubbar boots? 

a. No; waterproof leather . Hlp^longth boots nro most Important In tho 
ouwnor . Loatlwr bootu we bottor for marching and dor.' t fill up with 
water like rubbor boots do. The next inportnot items aro a Enaquitc 
naak and .latorproof glovoo. 

125. tj. Uo you haw any drinking water problem? 

«♦ Do. Tho lest .vat or I ovor drank was from the rivor. 

1x9. v>. Any dysohtory? 

A* Too, quite a bit. l:any i»oplo died froic thin, I reaocnend boiling 
water* for drinking, although 1 didn' t do so. The bosoaa roquira tlio 
uoo of belled viator for tha prisoners. • 

130* q. How do you got water in tho wlntor? 

A. Hook a hole probably 33-60 cm doep, or olso use tho snow* 
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